
Stop 12. Making Habitat .

Distance to nert stop: about 1.4 miles

Looking south here, you can see a dike that surrounds several
small islands. These were built to provide nestin$ places for endan'
gered interior least terns and other shorebirds. The terns, like many
wetland birds, need open sand bars for nesting. Least teins are
endangered, in par! because many wetland and stream sand bars
have been destroyed or seriotr.sly dama€ed by hr,rman 4ctivities.

Othef examples of artificial habitat you might see at Cheyenne
Bottoms include duck and goose nesting basliets sopported on metal
poles. Brush piles placed on the dikes are.the homes of many rab'
bits, raccoons and other small animals" Sunning "lo$s" for turtles,
snakes and other cold-blooded animals have been made by extending
wooden poles from the'shore into the water.

VOCABULARY:

sand bar - a deposit of sand usually left by moving waler
cold-blooded - animal type with body tepperature the sAme as its sur'

roundings
(examp'ies: reptiles and amphibians)
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